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What: City Councilmember Tom Rasmussen, Chair of the Council’s Housing, Human 
Services and Health Committee, has scheduled a committee hearing and discussion with 
a panel of local, state and federal officials to offer perspectives on the feasibility of 
allowing City of Seattle employees to purchase prescription drugs from Canada to reduce 
healthcare costs. 

 
The City of Seattle has cut nearly $90 million from its budget in 2002 and 2003.  This 
year, due to the slow economic recovery for our region, the City Council anticipates 
needing to make further cuts to the budget that could impact direct services.  The budget 
crisis is due in part to rising healthcare and prescription drug costs for city employees.  
Rasmussen is seeking cost-effective alternatives to the City’s current prescription drug 
plans in order to relieve pressure on the general fund budget. 

 
Following the panel discussion, members of the public will have an opportunity to 
comment and ask questions. 
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